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Notes for GAIN and Aiming High Joint Network Meeting  

Thursday 16th March 2017 

at St Hilda’s Hall, Matson 

 

This was the fifth joint meeting of people who had previously been to Aiming High 

Network meetings and those who had been to GAIN (Gloucestershire Active 

Inclusion Network) meetings. 

 

These are brief notes and contact details of people who gave information during the 

afternoon. 

 

Friendship and Assistance update – Philip Douch, Active Impact 

Following the Friendship and Assistance Conference last September, a working group 

has been set up with interested parties to explore models and work up proposals. 

The group has met twice and individuals are exploring a variety of models such as 

Building Circles, Uni student volunteer model and Community Circles.  

Active Impact will also be employing someone for 6 months to research and develop 

a Register of assistants who can offer a variety of help to disabled people and their 

families. 

For more information about the working group, contact Philip  

T: 01453 298337                  E: philip@activeimpact.org.uk 

 

Active Gloucestershire update – Rowland Clark, Active Gloucestershire 

Active Gloucestershire are keen to develop choices and opportunities in partnership 

with disabled people, their families and friends, and with organisations working with 

disabled people. Please help us to do this by completing the following short Survey 

Monkey. https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DGKBB6P 

Contact Rowland: 

T: 01452 393603  E: rowlandclark@activegloucestershire.org 

 

Special Olympics update – Jenny Rutter 

Special Olympics is an international organisation providing year-round sports 

training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and 

adults with intellectual disabilities.  
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Special Olympics Gloucestershire is a multi-agency network led by Active 

Gloucestershire. We create partnerships between national governing bodies of sport, 

local organisations, community groups and sports clubs in order to create more 

opportunities for individuals with a learning disability to be physically active.  

For more details, see the presentation - click on the link in the email. 

Contact Jenny: 

T: 01452 393603  E: jennyrutter@activegloucestershire.org 

 

Mayfield House Trust funding –  

The Trust provides grants to individuals with learning disabilities, or families with a 

member who has learning disabilities, in Gloucestershire, to purchase items which 

would improve the life of the beneficiary. 

For more information, go to their website: http://www.mayfieldhometrust.ltd.uk/ 

 

What’s happening in Fairford! – Philip Douch, Active Impact 

Parent carers in Fairford have been working with Philip to increase the number of 

organisations and activity providers who welcome disabled young people in their 

area. Parents drew up a list of organisations in the Fairford area who were invited to 

a Saturday morning meeting where the organisations could meet the families and 

talk about what the organisations could offer. Twenty organisations were 

represented and there were more who were unable to attend on the day. Following 

that, they have all been offered free training and future support as appropriate. Philip 

is now hoping to replicate this model in other areas of the county. 

In conjunction with the Cotswold District Council, Philip is also working on an 

Inclusion Quality Mark for clubs and groups to apply for. 

Contact Philip  

T: 01453 298337                  E: philip@activeimpact.org.uk 

 

Business in the Community – Steve Mitchell, Business Community Connector 

Steve introduced himself and his role as Business Connector for Gloucester & 

Cheltenham. He is on secondment from Lloyds Bank for 1 year to work within the 

Community to bring all sectors together to collaborate and address local issues. He 

described the background to Business in the Community and their programmes.  
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He is available as a free resource to support all sectors but is also working with the 

Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) to support the Sustainability and 

Transformation Plans (STP).  

 

See his presentation by clicking on the link on the Aiming High webpage 

(Meetings archive). 

 

Contact Steve: 

T: 07879 802538  E: steve.mitchell@bitcconnect.org  

(make sure you put two c in the middle of the email 

address or it doesn’t work!) 

 

New Glo-active offer – Hayley Huntley, Glo-active 

Hayley told the meeting about the new fully accessible Changing / Toilet room at the 

Matson Centre and their Sensory soft play room. People were invited to see the new 

facilities at the end of the meeting. 

Contact Hayley: 

T: 07403 988859  E:  hayleymhuntley@gmail.com 

 

Information from other people at the meeting: 

Advisory Teaching Service (ATS) - Lauren O'Riordan  

ATS are well placed to signpost or suggest to settings, parents and children & young 

people the breadth of inclusive opportunities/activities, charitable funding streams 

and services available countywide. 

Contact Lauren: 

T: 01452 324376  E:  Lauren.O'Riordan@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 

University of Gloucestershire – Alan Beard 

Alan has a new role as the UNIversal Coordinator for the University of 

Gloucestershire (UoG) for 6 months.  

 

There will be a new Sports Manager starting at the end of April - his name is Ben 

Waterhouse. 

 

Alan reported: The new UoG strategy is about student engagement so if you need a 

University student placement, this will be actively encouraged with the 'Your Future 
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Plan' where the student signs up for volunteer and potentially paid work whilst 

studying, especially working with disabilities linked to GAIN/Aiming High. 

 

You can link via myself if you need student volunteers, please note students finish 

the end of May.    

 

Contact Alan: 

T: 07719 801910  E: abeard@glos.ac.uk  

 

Gloucester Athletics Track Management – David Robinson 

 

David was delighted to report that with the assistance of several grant awarding 

bodies, Blackbridge Jubilee Athletics Track is now fully equipped to provide training 

and competition for a wide range of disabled athletes; wheelchair users, seated and 

ambulant throwers and those with sensory or intellectual impairment. 

 

In partnership with Gloucester Athletic Club’s team of specialist coaches, and over 16 

mainstream coaches with disability awareness training, who are available to take 

anyone with the desire as far in our sport as his or her ambition and aptitude allows.  

 

Anyone interested should contact Bob Purcell:  

T:  01452 417990   E:  bobpurcell1@outlook.com 
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